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he story of Russian Perfins is cmmp¢1eateﬁ and far from
gcomplete. At the moment all we have avallsble are bits and
pieces of information, some basic contradictions, &md a few Parflns
about which very little really ls known.

I ha?a in my collection some ¢ld Russian stamps with the ?erfin H"Tf
over a number, Most of these Perfins are on the higher values of the
1913 Romanoff set. The frequent appearance of the same baslc first
line with only a change in numeral suggests that the Perfins were used
by some kind of government agency rather than by private firms.

With thls clue, I set out to ﬁisemvef as much as possible about Ru351an
Perfins, My first lead came from the Honorary Secretary of the British
Society of Russian Philately, Mr, John Lloyd. He sent me a copy of an
article published some time ago in the socisety journal. The article,
by a Mr ‘Werth, gave an explanat¢@n of the nature of Russian Perfiﬁs~

.Werth,says that because Tzarist Russia had no g@atage due staups, post-
men collected postage due amounts in cash. BHach day the money collected
by all the postmen in a given post office was eagntad and stamps covering
the total amount were affixed in a special book. These stamps were
perforated with the initials of the appropriate post office. Q%vxausiya
the elerks made use of the high value stamps to save time and space, but
sometimes kopek values were used to make the amaantg come out Lo the
. eorrect fraction of a ruble. The books were kept in the post office
valuts, but sometime during the Civil War, some of the books wer& stolen
and the pﬁmfoxated stampa wound up on the market.

Ac&erdimg to %erth tnang the Russian Perfins are some sort @f official
stamps used for internal accsmntmng purposes.

X @ublished this information in Czechoslovakia's Filatelie magaziﬁe and
gquickly received a letter frﬁm,a Mr., Mazur of Moscow--and he teold a
totally different story. : ; _

;Mazur claims uﬂ&t Perfinned stamps were never used to account *Gr pastageﬁ
due money. Instead, he says, stamps. e@nal to the amount paid for such
things as r&gistxaﬁmum fﬁes§ money order fees, and insurance fees were
affixed to forms, countersigned by the sender aﬁﬁ the clerk, and then
kept in the yastal archives for proof in the event of a claim. :
Originally the stamps--which were mostly the high values--were mé?éi?

cancelled with the &ata stamp of the gmfticﬁlaf post office involved.

”::ngayey} says Mazur, a xsb@gry af-thﬁrpasﬁal archives around 1910 leé
~ %o a change. The robbers removed many of the stamps from the postal
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‘farms, Ql&&ﬁ@é them, and sold them to umsuﬁ§ee&iﬁg people.

?m prevent

& recurrence, the authorities éa&&é&ﬁ ‘to perforate the stamps on all
: fﬂﬁﬁre r&eﬂiyts* =

;-Naﬁﬁr says that Perfins can be fmanﬁ on Russian stamgs from 1911 t&
%??3 a&@ that Russian cﬁileatmrs know 16 dies.
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:-Eﬁ my own ealléﬁtian I have vm?iaas %;H ?ﬁrfins with the Roman mnmer&ls:
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numerals,
{(Figure 2).

It seems that the lower numbers were both in Arabic anﬁ Reman
For example, I have M.J1./6 (Figure 1) as well as M,J1./VI

B {?igura %},

I also @ave M,79 and M.A, ﬁﬁ% (Figure 3J, and one Pﬁrfin_
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A1l ﬁhes& have ‘been ra&axéaﬁ %y &m@ RHSﬁi&ﬂﬁa _
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,Em% i aiga ‘have some Pﬁrﬁlns ﬁh&ﬁ are . 3p§af@atly ﬁnkﬁawﬁ to our ﬁu&si&n |

colleagues,

T.K./3 (Pig
and a split

Figﬁ?é %!*

Finally 1 %avg a

I have a B.C. or possibly a B.O. (it is a split as shown
in Figure §), and I have s 7-hole "dot" as shown
gure 7) as well as a T.K./1.
c (Figure 9) that is probzbly a three character pattern
combined with a ST, ﬁﬁﬁr@w 8 Cross.

in Figure 6. I have a
I also have a {[.T.K (Figure 8l
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e aﬁm&%te&iy“kﬁﬁw ﬁz%tia a%aut any Qf these yatﬁsrn$§ but tﬁa ”ﬁally
important thing is thai the T7.K./3 and the B, Cs {or possibly it is a

' B,0U.) patterns are on Lenin stamps from 1926.

This directly contradicts

:ibﬁ ﬁaﬂteﬁ&iaﬁ t&aﬁ Perfxms ‘ceased to be used after the Eavmluﬁimﬁ*_-“

:ﬁll of these ”fan%a§“ hmwav@rg do L&tﬁi@ more than bymng up ﬁaverﬁl

- points tﬂaﬁ ﬁeaﬁ to be clarified.

® Evaryﬁaﬁy seems ta agrae that the M.Tl. Perfins b&leng&ﬁ to different
: But if ﬁﬁag_ia the case; then how is it possible
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_ that these Moscow Perfins show up with other than Mﬁéeﬁﬁiﬁate 5§aﬁ§5? 
I have oune in my collection, for example, which bears a Warsaw date
- stamp. Mazur suggests that the stamps were cancelled at the post

-fﬁ;afﬁiﬁggwh@rﬁ they were bought and affixed to the receipts, but that |
~ %he Perfins were applied st the main post office where the receipts

were kept. However, we have uncovered 69 different Moscow Perfing
~ but only two from Kiev and St. Petersburg. Surely there must have
 been more than two post offices in these buge towns. (Remember that
until the Revolution, 5%, Petersburg was the capital of Russiaj Moscow
was made the capital in 1918,--Editer) SR

| ?ﬁg'?eﬁfﬁﬁﬁ:éaam_aiwayﬁ o have been perforated from the obverse of
 the stamp, 1 have a small cutting from which Perfins have been

removed and this paper--obviously part of an official forme--is also
perforated. This supports Mazur's theory: the stamps on relatively
small receipts could be perforated after they were affixed but it

- would be impossible to perforate stamps glued %o the pages of a

thick accounting bock. If the stamps were perforated before they

were aflixed in the book, they would bave to exist also with Perfins
- struck from the reverse of the stamps. e : i o

Magur's explanation that the postal authorities decided to perforate

~ stemps on certaln receipts o prevent their misuse is not logical.
~In this particular case the authorities' primary interest was to keep

the receipts safe in case of c¢laims, The reuse of the stamps in the
case of a loss of the receipts was of secondary importance only.

- The entire scheme seems to be oo clumsy to be effective. OFf course,
one must acknowledge that the Tzarist bureancrats were not the

brightest.

The theory that all Russian Perfins are of an ﬁffiaia&fﬁhar&aﬁar'én& :

that they ceased to be used after 1918 probably won't hold up.
First we bave seen Perfins N.P. and N./PA which could hardly come

from any Bussien post office since they are written in the Latin

alphabet, Is it possible that they are, after all, private Perfins?

A8 to the Perfin CHMEAA, there is a town of Smels some 50 miles south

. of Klev, Today there are about 100,000 people living there, Before

the Revolution it was wmuch smaller and it is hard to expl

: e ain why a
post office in a small town so near the capital of the Ukraine would

‘have 1ts own Perfin when much bigger post offices evidently did not
~have them. Is it possible that this Perfin beleongs to a private firm
~called Bmela? . P imis

The existence of T.K./3 znd B.C. {(or B.0.) Perfins on Soviet stamps
of 1926 is very puzzling. What purpose did they serve? They could

“have been used {o aceount for postage due since the postage due
~ stamps were used only from 1924 to 1926. Rl .

s there anything official in any government document to support the
- use of Perfins in Russia? Neither Werth nor Mazur back up their
~assertions with guotations from a postal gazette or any such offiecial
- publication, Any new postal scheme of this sort surely was made

~official with at least some paperwork.

In the absence of answers to at least some of these questions, Russian
Perfins philately retains an air of mystery. Just what purpose did

Perfins serve in Russia?
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'rt¢elas from Mr. ¥axa on Russian and other Bast Eﬁrﬁyean

We urge resders who have Russian Perfins to conteact Mr, -

o : shars taemr Kﬁﬁwiaﬁge with him. Even if wvou have only g .
stamp or twe, please share it. Fhilatelic research is: always & very
painstaking job of yaatirg t@gether maay smdli gieces t@ come ﬁ@ wzth

mtne ﬂhﬂi@ §azzlsg' _ et i




